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Shotgun Players presents Vinegar Tom, 
written by Caryl Churchill, directed by 
Ariel Craft, music directed by Daniel Alley
“A witch is just a woman with power.” —Ariel Craft

Berkeley, CA – If witches have so much power, then why are they always poverty-stricken? Vinegar Tom is a wild 
mash-up of desperate women living in 17th century society with modern musical numbers connecting the tale to 
our own troubled times. This is Churchill at her best: raw, satirical, political, and mad as hell! Vinegar Tom begins 
previews on Friday, December 6, 2019; opens on Friday, December 13, 2019; and runs through Sunday, January 
5, 2020, at the Ashby Stage.

Director Ariel Craft thinks of Vinegar Tom as an opportunity to take in the long history that our society has 
with determining which women are the “wrong kind” of women — and condemning them. Commenting on 
the play, she says: “A witch is just a woman with power — it is a name, given by men who fear that power, to turn 
it into something wicked or forbidden. A witch is a scare tactic, a punishable offense, created to force women to 
feign smallness and docility. Unlike most witch-hunt parables, Vinegar Tom isn’t about the dangers of unconscious 
groupthink, how easy it is to be swept up in a societal tide. It is about deliberate and cooly executed oppression, 
about seeing the delineation between equity and evil and choosing evil because you stand to benefit from it.”

Vinegar Tom anachronistically pairs a contemporary musical score with a setting in 17th century England. Music 
Director Daniel Alley comments on the contrast, “The songs interspersed throughout Vinegar Tom exist entirely 
outside the period drama. This tension heightens the contradictions between the regulated, patriarchal world of the 
play and the freer world of the music, which is full of potential and possibility.”

The cast of Vinegar Tom features Lyndsee Bell, Melanie DuPuy, Amanda Farbstein, Perry Fenton, Dov Hassan, 
Sam Jackson, Celia Maurice, Jennifer McGeorge, Sarah Mitchell, Sharon Shao, and Megan Trout. The creative 
team features musical direction by Daniel Alley, set design by Nina Ball, lighting design by Ray Oppenheimer, 
costume design by Brooke Jennings, sound engineering by Taylor Gonzalez, sound assistance by Dani Chapparro, 
stage management by Heather Kelly-Laws, production assistance by Liz Johnson, props design by Devon LaBelle, 
props assistance by Evan Favela, choreography by Natalie Greene, fight choreography by Dave Maier, and 
production assistance by Liz Johnson.

More at shotgunplayers.org/online/article/vinegar-tom

Bios
Caryl Churchill, Playwright

Caryl Churchill was born on September 3, 1938, in London, and grew up in the Lake District and in Montreal. 
She was educated at Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford. Downstairs, her first play written while she was still at 
university, was first staged in 1958 and won an award at the Sunday Times National Union of Students Drama 
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Festival. Caryl Churchill’s plays include Owners, Traps, Light Shining in Buckinghamshire, Cloud 9, Top Girls, Fen, 
Serious Money, Ice Cream, Mad Forest, The Skriker, Blue Heart, This is a Chair, Far Away, A Number, Drunk 
Enough To Say I Love You?, Seven Jewish Children, Love & Information, Here We Go, and Escaped Alone. 
Musical theater includes Lives of the Great Poisoners and Hotel, both with Orlando Gough. Caryl Churchill has 
also written for radio and television.

Ariel Craft, Director

Ariel Craft is a director, generative theater-maker, and incoming artistic director of San Francisco's Cutting Ball 
Theater. Recent directing credits include Paula Vogel's The Mineola Twins, the collectively-created MacBitch, 
Jean Racine’s Phèdre, a world premiere adaptation of Kate Chopin’s The Awakening, Martin McDonagh’s The 
Pillowman, Bekah Brunstetter's The Oregon Trail, Federico García Lorca’s Blood Wedding, and a world premiere 
adaptation of John Ford’s ‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore. Ariel has served as associate artistic director at the Cutting 
Ball Theater for the past three seasons, founded and led The Breadbox for five seasons, and previously served 
as assistant artistic director at The Custom Made Theatre Co. and artistic fellow at the American Conservatory 
Theater. She holds a BFA with honors from New York University, where she studied multidisciplinary theater-
making at the Playwrights Horizons Theater School. Ariel received a Theatre Bay Area Award for Outstanding 
Direction for Cutting Ball Theater’s Phèdre as well as Theatre Bay Area’s TITAN Award.

Daniel Alley, Music Director

Daniel is a music director, pianist, and vocal coach specializing in opera and musical theater and is thrilled to 
work another Shotgun production after assistant music directing The Events in 2017. Bay Area credits are 
music director for The Fantasticks at the Piedmont Center for the Arts, Chicago; Pippin and Freaky Friday for 
the Berkeley Playhouse Conservatory; Threepenny Opera and the 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee at 
Oakland School for the Arts. He was also rehearsal pianist and choir master for La Bohème, Aroldo, and The 
Magic Flute at West Edge Opera. He is the choir director and organist at Christ Lutheran Church in El Cerrito.

Calendar Listing
WHAT:  If witches have so much power, then why are they always poverty-stricken? Vinegar Tom is a wild mash-up 
of desperate women living in 17th century society with modern musical numbers connecting the tale to our own 
troubled times. This is Churchill at her best: raw, satirical, political, and mad as hell!

WHEN: Friday, December 6, 2019–Sunday, January 5, 2020

WHERE: The Ashby Stage, 1901 Ashby Avenue, Berkeley

TICKET PRICES: Pay-what-you-can previews: December 6–12. Regular tickets: $7–$40. Advance reservations 
strongly advised. Shows will sell out!

For more information, go to shotgunplayers.org/online/article/vinegar-tom.

About Shotgun Players
Shotgun Players is a company of artists determined to create bold, relevant, affordable theatre that inspires and 
challenges audience and artist alike to re-examine our lives, our community, and the ever-changing world around 
us. 

More at shotgunplayers.org.
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